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Octagons is a series of paintings with variable
formats, but with an identical motif: a singular
chrome hexagon form on a black matte
ground. The idea for the series came in
response to a call for projects from the Frac
MECA in Bordeaux proposing a grant for
artists during the first wave of Covid-19. The
American based in Poitiers produced this
series to present the repetitive nature of daily
life, the carceral dimension of the domestic
space during confinement, but also evoking
viral proliferation and mutation.

Like a memory of films seen and then
forgotten, the artist also links these octagonal
forms with those of space architecture
stemming from sci-fi imagery, such as the
corridors of a spaceship in 2001: A Space
Odyssey, or more recently, set on the Star
Wars series Andor. In this way, Octagons
consists of “found abstraction,” a pictorial
strategy consisting of the appropriation of
pre-existing forms in order to produce an
image in painting.

“The octagon is very interesting,
because it is at once an enclosure and an
expanding perspective,” the artist explains.
Octagons evoke very directly what life in
Space could be by symbolizing on the one
hand imprisonment, and on the other the
promise of new horizons. Following on the
series Binaries (which associated a singular
form with a monochrome ground), Octagons
reduces these elements to the geometric
composition only. In this way, David Malek
defends the idea that an economical image,
produced by hand, could have as much to say
about life in Space as a blockbuster movie.


